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“The Peace That Passes All Understanding...
and The Storm Passing Over Us!”
  Have you ever known someone who just seemed unshake-
HISL&��(�]LY`�WYLZLU[�OLSW�PU�[PTLZ�VM�[YV\ISL&��:VTLVUL�^OV�^HZ�ÄSSLK�
with a calm that clearly didn’t come from this world?
 I ask, because our times are so turbulent, they might be compared 
to a raging storm at sea.  In the midst of a storm, we all need a safe harbor 
^OLYL�^L�JHU�ÄUK�ZOLS[LY���>L�HSS�ULLK�H�WSHJL��VY�H�WYLZLUJL��^OLYL�^L�
JHU�MLLS�ZLJ\YL��WYV[LJ[LK��HUK�ÄUK�WLHJL�^OPSL�HSS�HYV\UK�\Z�[OL�Z[VYT�
rages.
 The greater the storm, the greater our need for such shelter.  And 
friends, we have happened into the storm of the century, stronger even 
than the double hurricanes that took aim at the gulf coast last month!  Ja-
kob Topper of the Baptist News Global observes insightfully, that we now 
face:

“. . . a pandemic, a hyper-partisan culture, LGBTQ
and BLM movements, and an upcoming election . . .”  

 And we United Methodists can add to this list a question of possible 
church schism in a few years, not to mention the restrictions to in-person 
worship and our changing Communion to a drive-thru event.  
� /HK�`V\�[VSK�TL�^OLU�0�^HZ�ÄYZ[�VYKHPULK�PU��  ���[OH[�PU�WLYZVU�
worship would be interrupted for 5 months, had you predicted I would live 
[OYV\NO�[OL�WLYMLJ[��WHZ[VYHS�HUK�ZVJPL[HS��Z[VYT�PU�������0�^V\SK�UV[�OH]L�
ILSPL]LK�`V\���>OV�L]LY�PTHNPULK�H�WHUKLTPJ�IHJR�[OLU��L_JLW[�PU�[OL�
WHNLZ�VM�H�ÄJ[PVUHS�WHWLYIHJR�UV]LS�VY�VU�[OL�ZPS]LY�ZJYLLU&��>V\SK�[OH[�P[�
had remained so!
 For us alive right now, these are the hardest times we have ever 
SP]LK�[OYV\NO�HZ�H�ZVJPL[ �̀��4`�OVULZ[�KLZPYL�THU`�KH`Z�PZ�[V�ÄUK�H�[PTL�
machine and travel forward, safely beyond this pandemic!  But that is only 
wishful thinking.  The Christian discipline required by our hard times is not 
one of escape, but of intentional retreat, in the best sense of that word.  
Not a military retreat but a religious one, a disengaging from the things we 
cannot control, to the nurture of our spirit in the presence of the One who 
can calm it, which Christ can.
� 7LVWSL�^OV�ÄUK�WLHJL�PU�H�Z[VYT�WYHJ[PJL�ZOLS[LYPUN���0U[LU[PVUHS�
purposeful.  I will admit to you my consumption of the news on cable 
and internet has dropped in frequency.  I spend more time than before in 
prayer, and in care of self and care of others.  Incarnate actions to tend 
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Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them 
be afraid.  
John 14:27-28



BE INFORMED

http://www.vaumc.org

Keep up with all that’s going on 
within the Virginia United Methodist 
Conference by visiting —

St. Luke’s Face Book Page

O[[WZ!��T�MHJLIVVR�JVT�:[�3\RLZ�<UP[LK�4L[OVKPZ�*O\YJO��������������� /

  Make sure you like the St. Luke’s Facebook page to keep up with everything going on 
at church.  Also, please like and share the posts and events.  The more we share and like, the 
more others will see what a wonderful place St. Luke’s is -- and all the things that we are doing!  
Here’s a link to our page:

Upheld in our Prayers

Our Military
Robbie Bowen  Aaron Frankey      Holden Russell 

Prayers for peace and justice across the nation

St. Luke’s UMC 
Mallet-Percussion Choir
(;;,5;065!°�;V�RLLW�`V\�¸PU�[\UL¹�^P[O�
the progress that you have made on mal-
let and percussion instruments, Mr. Bob 
would like for you to begin a body percus-
ZPVU�JSHZZ�H[�Z[H`�H[�OVTL�°�:PTWS`�NV�[V�
“Ollie from ‘Beat Goes On’ CBeebe’s ‘Let’s 
.V�*S\I�¹°�*SPJR�VU�[OL�]PKLV�HUK�MVSSV^�
the instructions for body percussion-at-
OVTL�°�;OPZ�^PSS�NYLH[S`�LUOHUJL�WSH`PUN�VM�
your musical instruments when we return 
to church.

Live Stream Setup
(Up and Running!)

my soul and the souls of others.  Like Christian mystics and monastics 
[OYV\NOV\[�OPZ[VY �̀�[OL�TVKLYU�*OYPZ[PHU�JHU�ÄUK�Z[YLUN[O�MVY�[OL�QV\YUL`�
by withdrawing for a time from the chaos of the world and spending some 
time, listening in the quiet for the Lord who stills the storm.
 As we do that, Mr. Topper has some advice for us:
*Remember the church is human and fallible; we love the church in spite of 
her imperfections.
 *The pastor is a shepherd, not THE shepherd.  Not everyone will 
ever agree with him/her on every issue.  This is not a requirement of pas-
toring or being a faithful church member.
� �)L�KL]V[LK�[V�WYH`LY�UV^�TVYL�[OHU�L]LY�ILMVYL���3L[�[OL�ZWPYP[�ÄSS�
you more completely.
 *Find safe harbor from the storm in the shelter of our congregation.  
Often things look different once the storm has passed.  And in the midst of 
a storm, the precious kind of fellowship St. Luke’s has within its walls and 
through phone and computer is a comfort and a strength to one’s soul.
 These are thoughts for the journey which I hope will be a help to 
you.  Remember, I am always available by phone or, if you request, for a 
socially distanced visit!
 God be with you, Friend, ‘til we meet again . . . at church!
Blessings, Lisa
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;OL�[Y\Z[LLZ�TL[�PU�(\N\Z[°[V�KPZJ\ZZ�WYV-
viding a live stream setup for at-home Sun-
day worship services now and in the future.  
Both the Trustees and Council approved this 
action.  The equipment has been installed 
and all church audio people have been 
[YHPULK�°�>L�HYL�HSYLHK`�LUQV`PUN°[OPZ°WYVMLZ-
sional setup that will serve St. Luke’s well, 
but know how much Keith will miss patching 
together the prior equipment, which was as 
VSK�HZ�4L[O\ZLSHO�°�6\Y�ZPUJLYL�[OHURZ�[V�
Brian and family for keeping the sound and 
video for Sunday services going under dif-
ÄJ\S[�JVUKP[PVUZ�°
�°
;V�2LP[O��)YPHU�HUK�MHTPS �̀�MVY�L_[YHVYKPUHY`�
efforts, and to our congregation, whose 
generous giving paid for the new equipment, 
we are especially grateful. Your dedication to 
St. Luke’s is deeply appreciated!

Tom Brown !elma Edwards
Wayne Johnson Florence Smith
Barbara Armstrong !e Epps Family
Joan Crawford Leslie Howser
Dianne Rust Wilmer & Phyllis Downs  
Doris Teeter Joyce Arrington
David Higgins Bettie Jones 
Taylorann Bradon Debi Clements
Raymond and Chuck Fayle Deannie Reynolds
Bob & Jan Hall Opal Holshouser 
Dean Smith Gayle McGonigle
Raymond Fayle

Congratulations to Rachel Jenkins and Craig Cook who were wed 
August 22nd.  We li" them and their whole family up in prayer.

Prayers for our preschool, for a safe and wonderful year ahead!

Still In Mission
>OPSL�[OL�WHUKLTPJ�Z[VWZ�THU`�[OPUNZ��P[�
KVLZ�UV[�Z[VW�O\UNLY�°�;OL�VWWVZP[L�PZ�[Y\L�°�
People who feel the instability of these times 
TVZ[��ULLK�HZZPZ[HUJL�TVYL�[OHU�L]LY�°�@V\�
HYL�PU]P[LK�[V�KVUH[L�IV_LZ�VM�JLYLHS�[V�[OL�
)LSTVU[�-VVK�7HU[Y �̀°�7SLHZL�IYPUN�`V\Y�KV-
nation to Communion on Sunday, Septem-
ber 6th, and we will see that your generosity 
helps feed those who know hunger in our 
local community. 



Birthdays

Anniversaries

September 4 Adam Bowman
:LW[LTILY��� :OPYSL`�>LHKL
September 7 Cindy Driskill
September 8 Jared Calfee
:LW[LTILY� � )YHK`�/HY[
:LW[LTILY���� ;YV`�.HY`
:LW[LTILY���� 3PUKH�,UNLS
:LW[LTILY���� 9LN�>OP[[VU�
:LW[LTILY���� :`KUL`�2HLZLY� �
:LW[LTILY���� 1HTLZ�7HWJa`UZRP
:LW[LTILY���� +PHUUL�1VOUZVU�
:LW[LTILY���� (THUKH�1VULZ
September 24 Todd Gary
September 26 Sue Fussell
 Jesse Bowman
:LW[LTILY�� � /LH[OLY�)\YUL[[�3H[OHT
 Tad McGonigle

:LW[LTILY��� 9VUUPL��+P_PL�)V^THU
:LW[LTILY��� *OYPZ��2H[O`�)V^LU
:LW[LTILY��� :[L]L��;LYYP�,K^HYKZ
:LW[LTILY���� 1VOU��1VHU�*YH^MVYK
:LW[LTILY�� � *OYPZ��/HSL`�KL2YHMM[
:LW[LTILY���� *SPU[VU��:OPYSL`�.HY`
:LW[LTILY�� � 4HY`��7L[L�4LHKVY

� 6\Y�¸9L[\YU�[V�>VYZOPW¹�:\Y]L`�YLÅLJ[Z�
the ambiguity of the times in which we are living.
;OLYL�^LYL����YLZWVUZLZ�[V�[OL�Z\Y]L �̀�^OPJO�
YLÅLJ[Z�OV\ZLOVSKZ��>L�^HU[LK�[V�ZOHYL�[OL�
most notable questions/responses with you.  
The total number of persons selecting an answer 
is in bold at the right of each choice.

Question 2
Once our church reopens, what best describes your attitude 
towards returning to worship in the sanctuary? 
(please select one)
I am ready to return as soon as possible with normal 
�WYL�*V]PK�� ��ZHMLN\HYKZ�PU�WSHJL����(8)
I am ready to return as soon as possible, but with certain 
additional safeguards in place.   (3)
I plan to wait several additional weeks before I attend.  (4)
It may be quite some time before I feel comfortable enough 
to return. (9)
Not sure at this time.  (13)

Question 6
After this time of social distancing and online 
worship, what do you think will be the change to 
your pattern of worship?
In the future, I will worship ONLINE more than I 
did previously.  (8)
In the future, I will worship IN-PERSON more 
than I did previously.  (0)
No change, I will return to my previous pattern of 
worship.  (16)
It depends on my health.  (2)
It depends on my skill with a computer.  (0)
Not sure at this time.  (11)

Question 8
Given your current understanding, when do you 
PREDICT you might feel comfortable attending 
in-person worship?
Immediately (9)
:LW[LTILY������(4)
+LJLTILY������(0)
:VTL[PTL�PU������(6)
Not sure at this time (19)

“Return to Worship” Survey

Music Notes for 
St. Luke’s UMC Adults
ATTENTION:°0�^PSS�LUQV`�`V\Y�[LSSPUN�TL�HIV\[�`V\Y�
musical interests and what direction you would like to 
W\YZ\L�°�:\YLS`�[OLYL�HYL�[OVZL�VM�`V\�^P[O�NPM[Z�[OH[�0�KV�
UV[�RUV^�HIV\[�°�°�+PMMLYLU[�[PTLZ�JHSS�MVY�KPMMLYLU[�[LJO-
UPX\LZ�ZV�SL[»Z�NL[�[VNL[OLY�]PH�LTHPS�VY�[L_[�°�7SLHZL�
JVU[HJ[�[OL�JO\YJO�VMÄJL�MVY�JVU[HJ[�PUMVYTH[PVU�°°�
)VI°

;OL�ÅV^LYZ�VU�[OL�HS[HY�HYL�MYVT�[OL�^LKKPUN�VM�
Rachel Jenkins and Craig Cook



 

“Sorrow and Love 
ÀRZ�PLQJOHG�GRZQ´
6\Y�SV]L��Z`TWH[O`�HUK�WYH`LYZ�HYL�L_-
tended to Kay and Keith Callis and fam-
ily at the death of Kay’s mother, Hisako 
Barker.  Mrs. Barker claimed the promise 
VM�[OL�YLZ\YYLJ[PVU�VU�(\N\Z[���������

6\Y�SV]L��Z`TWH[O`�HUK�WYH`LYZ�HYL�L_-
tended to Rhea and Bobbie Strum at the 
passing of their dear friend, Judy Epps, 
who claimed the promise of the resurrec-
[PVU�VU�(\N\Z[���������

Our love, sympathy and prayers are 
L_[LUKLK�[V�)VI�-VYK�HUK�MHTPS`�H[�[OL�
death of his sister, Mary Lee Lavenstein, 
who claimed the promise of the resurrec-
[PVU�VU�(\N\Z[����������

� >L�OH]L�H�[LU[H[P]L�KH[L�MVY�ZVTL�VSK�MHZOPVULK��
OUTDOOR worship. 
 Our Healthy Church Taskforce isn’t yet recom-
mending indoor worship, but it is unanimous in feeling 
outdoor worship, beneath a hopefully sunny blue sky, 
on Sunday evenings, just might be a good way to get 
reacquainted with the blessing and privilege of in-person 
worship and socially distant fellowship.
 Assuming our proposal is approved by our Super-
intendent, we will gather for Sunday evening vespers at 
��WT�ILNPUUPUN�:LW[LTILY���[O���>L�^PSS�JVU[PU\L�[OLZL�
informal outdoor vesper services on a weekly basis as 
long as weather permits. *  
�>L�^PSS�JVU[PU\L�V\Y�:\UKH`�TVYUPUN�SP]L�Z[YLHT�WYLHJO-
ing service and add the in-person vesper service!)

If approved, here are some rules that must guide us:

� Stay home if you are sick.
��Take your temperature before you come.  It must  
� IL�\UKLY�������KLNYLLZ�-�
��Bring your own chair(s)/picnic blanket (families  
 can sit as a group).
� Observe social distance, from the time you park  
 your car to the time you leave.
��>LHY�H�THZR"�IYPUN�`V\Y�V^U�OHUK�ZHUP[PaLY�
� No singing but you can hum!
����ZVSVPZ[�PZ�WLYTP[[LK�
� Bathrooms will be open but their use is discour 
 aged.
��,_WLJ[�[V�HUZ^LY�IHZPJ�OLHS[O�HJRUV^SLKNTLU[��
 questions.
� 0M�HSS�PZ�HWWYV]LK��L_WLJ[�H�JHSS�MYVT�JO\YJO�
the week before.  I hope it happens because I 
miss the joy of greeting each of you and joining our 
hearts and souls in praise.  Pray that we are able 
to begin worship again outdoors, in addition to our 
Sunday morning live stream preaching service!

� In case of rain, service will be cancelled.

Gim’me That Ole Time Religion!

� >L�HYL�MVYNPUN�HOLHK�^P[O�V\Y�YLVWLUPUN�VM�
[OL�WYLZJOVVS�°�([�V\Y�Z\TTLY�Z[HMM�TLL[PUN�7HZ-
tor Lisa started us off with a much-needed devo-
[PVU�HUK�WPJR�TL�\W�°�0[�ZL[�[OL�WLYMLJ[�[VUL�MVY�V\Y�
meeting as we problem-solved the new challenges 
HOLHK�^P[O�JYLH[P]L�HUK�[OV\NO[M\S�PKLHZ�°�;OPZ�Z[HMM�
PZ�HTHaPUN�HUK�^L�HYL�JVTTP[[LK�[V�WYV]PKPUN�H�
safe learning environment in which we will continue 
[V�U\Y[\YL�HUK�OLSW�V\Y�Z[\KLU[Z�NYV �̂°�>L�^PSS�IL�
following all guidelines provided by Virginia Depart-
ment of Social Services, such as masks for teach-
LYZ"�ZVJPHS�KPZ[HUJPUN"�ZTHSS�NYV\W�ZPaLZ"�PUJYLHZLK�
hand washing/sanitation; temp checks upon arrival; 
TPUPTPaPUN�U\TILY�VM�HK\S[Z�PU�I\PSKPUN�I`�OH]PUN�
outside drop-off and pick- up; and overall increased 
KPZPUMLJ[PUN�°�0�HT�JVUÄKLU[�^L�^PSS�VWLU�ZHMLS`�IL-
JH\ZL�VM�[OL�H^LZVTL�[LHT�OLYL�H[�:[��3\RL»Z�°�;OPZ�
includes Pastor Lisa, the teachers, the preschool 
board, administrative council, and of course, Shirley, 
4HYNHYL[��HUK�:JV[[PL�°�/V^�JHU�`V\�UV[�Z\JJLLK�
^P[O�[OPZ�[HSLU[LK�NYV\W�^VYRPUN�[VNL[OLY&�°>L�SVVR�
MVY^HYK�[V�OH]PUN�[OL�SP[[SL�VULZ�ÄSS�[OL�OHSSZ�VUJL�
again, even if it looks a little different this year!

Our Preschool’s New Look!

(Please note:  Vesper service will not be held 
on Communion Sundays.)



Thank You

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As we get ready to celebrate the sacrament after 
H�MV\Y�TVU[O�^HP[��OLYL�PZ�ZVTL�L_WSHUH[PVU�VM�V\Y�
three-part* worship service scheduled for Septem-
ber 6th. 
� -VY�[OL�ÄYZ[�WHY[�VM�^VYZOPW��H[���HT��THU`�
will gather online and those involved in leading 
worship will gather in the sanctuary on September 
6th.  All, whether in-person or online, will speak the 
bolded parts of our liturgy and share in the conse-
cration of the elements. 
� >P[O�[OL�JVUZLJYH[PVU�VM�[OL�IYLHK�HUK�[OL�
Q\PJL�HJJVTWSPZOLK��[OL����HT�^VYZOPW�ZLY]PJL�^PSS�
conclude with an invitation to “Come to the Table of 
the Lord.”  
The distribution will be the second part of worship. 
It will take place in the upper parking lot, after the 
conclusion of our online service, from noon until 
�!���WT���0�OVWL�HSS�VM�`V\�^OV�ZOHYL�PU�V\Y����HT�
worship, whether online or in person, will join us to 
receive communion!  
Those of you sharing in the service from home will 
get in your cars and drive-up to the church carport, 
[OL�ÄYZ[�Z[H[PVU��[V�YLJLP]L�[OL�PUKP]PK\HSS`�WYL�WHJR-
aged, sealed elements while in your car.  
Directional signs will guide you on how to approach 
the carport from the street entrance furthest from 
Hull Street, and the elements will be offered to you 
from 6 feet away, using a basket with a long arm.
 I will say, “The body of Christ” and “the blood 
of Christ” as you partake in your car, and then offer

 Once again, we have been blessed by 
generous congregational giving.  Your gifts have 
made it possible to keep all our bills paid in a 
timely manner.  In addition, we have received most 
of the funds to pay for equipment necessary to live 
stream our services.  The abundant kindness of 
the St. Luke’s family is unsurpassed.  Thank you 
so very much!!

Scottie Kyle
Treasurer

September 6th Communion
In-person and Online Consecration, with 
Drive-Thru Distribution at St. Luke’s UMC

a prayer.
 After receiving communion, if you wish, you 
may stop at the second station and leave your offer-
ing, once again using a basket with a long arm.
 A third MISSION STOP* has been added as 
^L�HYL�JVSSLJ[PUN�IV_LZ�VM�JLYLHS�MVY�[OL�)LSTVU[�
-VVK�7HU[Y �̀��>L�OVWL�`V\�^PSS�IL�HISL�[V�WHY[PJP-
pate in this endeavor.
>P[O�[OPZ�KYP]L�[OY\�JVTT\UPVU��[OLYL�PZ�UV�ULLK�
for anyone to get out of their vehicle or to be nearer 
than 6 feet to one another. If you wish to park and 
“meet and greet” you can park in the lower lot, one 
space away from other vehicles, after communing.
 I hope receiving Communion and seeing 
others again, even if from cars in the church park-
ing lot, will be a blessing.  This is another continuing 
Z[LW�[V^HYK�NL[[PUN�IHJR�[V�UVYTHS���>L�RUV^�[OLYL�
will be more along the way.  May we draw nearer to 
God with each step we take.
� >P[O�[OHURZNP]PUN�MVY�`V\��HUK�[OHURZ�[V�.VK�
Pastor Lisa



The Marriage of 
Rachel Elizabeth Jenkins 

and 
Craig Steven Cook 

took place August 22, 2020 
at  five o’clock in the afternoon

At Celebrations at The Reservoir
officiated by

Pastor Lisa Sykes




