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Christ’s  Gifts: 
Restoration AND Resurrection
 In the Gospel of John, it is clear Jesus would give us life, in this 
world and the next.  Abundant life now and eternal life to come, no 
matter the cost.  Just consider his miracle of raising Lazarus. 
 Raising Lazarus from the dead not only raised our Lord’s fame 
among the people but also it raised the odds that Jesus would go to 
the Cross. He does it anyway.
 By invitation of Jesus Christ, Lazarus himself, Lazarus the 
dead man, walks out of his tomb, before those who have come to his 
funeral, alive! 
 Now friends, the great prize we await is heavenly, not earthly.  
Resurrection to eternal life, not a return to earthly life is the Easter tri-
umph.  And yet in this pandemic, it is the lesser prize, the restoration 
VM�ÄUP[L�O\THU�SPML�PU�[OL�WLYZVU�VM�3HaHY\Z��[OH[�ZWLHRZ�LZWLJPHSS`�[V�
me.
 For what effort must it have taken for Lazarus to come out of 
his tomb.  And in the same way, what strength will it take for us to exit 
[OL�JVUÄULTLU[�VM�[OL�WHZ[�`LHY�MVY�\Z&��/HZ�P[�UV[�ILLU�ZVTL[OPUN�
VM�H�[VTI�MVY�\Z&��0ZVSH[PVU���:\YYLUKLY���-LHY���(TIPN\P[ �̀��)V\UKHYPLZ�
everywhere. A dark night for our souls.
 This Easter, I want to know if you can do what Lazarus did—if 
you can summon the strength to leave any dark place where you 
have been dwelling this pandemic and walk into the brightness of a 
UL^�KH`&
 Can your soul begin summon the strength to embrace long 
SVZ[�JVUJLW[Z�VM�QV �̀�JVUÄKLUJL��YLZJ\L��HUK�YLUL^HS��UV[�PU�[OL�WLY-
fect world to come but rather right here-and-now, amidst this pan-
KLTPJ�Z[YPJRLU�VUL&
 We Christians, dare not die to life, if we are to proclaim Jesus’ 
promise of life after death!
 Let us seek life in all its fullness, and the Lord who would re-
store us to it, not only in the world to come, but here, and especially 
now!

Easter Blessings,
Pastor Lisa

When he had said this, 
Jesus called in a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!”  The dead man 
came out, his hands and 
feet wrapped with strips 
of linen, and a cloth 
around his face. Jesus 
said to them, “Take off 
the grave clothes and let 
him go.”  John 11:43-44



BE INFORMED

http://www.vaumc.org

Keep up with all that’s going on 
within the Virginia United Methodist 
Conference by visiting —

St. Luke’s Face Book Page

O[[WZ!��T�MHJLIVVR�JVT�:[�3\RLZ�<UP[LK�4L[OVKPZ�*O\YJO��������������� /

  4HRL�Z\YL�`V\�SPRL�[OL�:[��3\RL»Z�-HJLIVVR�WHNL�[V�RLLW�\W�^P[O�L]LY`[OPUN�NVPUN�VU�
at church.  Also, please like and share the posts and events.  The more we share and like, the 
TVYL�V[OLYZ�^PSS�ZLL�^OH[�H�^VUKLYM\S�WSHJL�:[��3\RL»Z�PZ����HUK�HSS�[OL�[OPUNZ�[OH[�^L�HYL�KVPUN���
Here’s a link to our page:

�°����:[��3\RL»Z�^HZ�PUZWPYLK�VU�7HST�:\UKH �̀�4HYJO����^OPJO�MLH[\YLK�[OL�THSSL[�WLYJ\ZZPVU�JOVPY�MVY�IV[O�SP]L�^VY-
ZOPWWLYZ�HUK�VUSPUL�JVUNYLNH[PVU�TLTILYZ�°�>L�\ZLK�SP[\YNPJHS�TV]LTLU[�[V�PU[LYWYL[�[OL�ZVUN�¸)SLZZLK�)L�[OL�
5HTL¹�HUK�YO`[OT�PUZ[Y\TLU[Z�HUK�WHST�IYHUJOLZ�MVY�¸:PUN�/VZHUUH�¹°�;OLZL�[HSLU[LK�`V\UNZ[LYZ�^LYL�L_[YLTLS`�
H[[LU[P]L��^LSS�ILOH]LK�HUK�THUULYLK�K\YPUN�[OL�[OYLL�^LLRZ�VM�JSHZZLZ�MYVT���!�������!���MVSSV^PUN�[OL�^VYZOPW�ZLY-
]PJL�°�;OHURZ�[V�*HYZVU�HUK�,SPQHO�)HYLMVV[��1LHU�2H[OY`U�HUK�4HILS�*HZZHKH��*HTLYVU�HUK�:HKPL�1VULZ��1HJR�HUK�
9PJOHYK�4V`LY�HUK�4HY`�>PZL�^OV�MVSSV^LK�4Y��)VI�ZV�H[[LU[P]LS �̀°°
°�°�°�°0[�^V\SK�UV[�IL�,HZ[LY�^P[OV\[�¸3VYK�VM�[OL�+HUJL¹�^OPJO�1LHU�2H[OY`U�HUK�4HILS�*HZZHKH�JOVYLVNYHWOLK�ZV�
ILH\[PM\SS �̀°�°/H[Z�VMM�[V�[OLZL�[^V�ZPISPUNZ�^OVZL�WYV\K�WHYLU[Z�HYL�*VSSLLU�HUK�7H\S�*HZZHKH�HUK�^OVZL�NYHUKWHY-
ents are Beth and Roger Ball.
°�°�°�°(�ZWLJPHS�[OHUR�`V\�[V�[OVZL�JOHUJLS�JOVPY�TLTILYZ�^OV�JVU[YPI\[LK�[PTL�HUK�[HSLU[Z�[V�OLSWPUN�SLHK�/VS`�>LLR�
services.°

Palm Sunday Applause for Our Young Musicians

 Bob Ford and members of the Percussion 
Choir offered special music through instru-
ment, motion and chant.  This choir spans 
older preschool, elementary and middle 
school students, and Bob does an amaz-
PUN�QVI�ISLUKPUN�HNLZ�HUK�SL]LSZ�VM�KPMÄJ\S[ �̀�
not to mention notes, all into a praise-worthy 
performance!

+LZWP[L�YLZ[YPJ[PVUZ�VU�ZPUNPUN��V\Y�7HST�:\U-
day celebration was made joyful with praise in 
motion when Mabel and Jean-Kathryn led wor-
ZOPW��KHUJPUN�[V�¸3VYK�VM�[OL�+HUJL¹��



Upheld in our Prayers

Our Military
Robbie Bowen  Aaron Frankey      Holden Russell 

Prayers for peace, unity and justice across the nation

April Birthdays

Anniversaries

 

³6RUURZ�DQG�/RYH�ÀRZ�PLQJOHG�GRZQ´
Our love, prayers and sympathy are extended to Vernon 
2PUN�^OVZL�UPLJL��9OVUKH�:\TTL �̀�JSHPTLK�[OL�WYVTPZL�
of the resurrection in early March. 

Our love, prayers and sympathy are extended to Carolyn 
& Rick Beeckler and family.  Carolyn’s father, Bob Gardner, 
JSHPTLK�[OL�WYVTPZL�VM�[OL�YLZ\YYLJ[PVU�VU�4HYJO����������

 See our weekly Tuesday email for a complete listing of 
all prayer requests. 

Scottie & Ray Kyle Sennie Case
!elma Edwards and her son Randy Florence Smith
Bob & Barbara Gardner Kevin Updike
Ronnie & Shirley Weade Matt Stowers 
David & Suzanne Smith & family Wilmer & Phyllis Downs  
Wayne Johnson Joyce Arrington 
Bettie Jones Terry Kyle
Jim Brantley Chuck Fayle 
Doris Teeter Deannie Reynolds 
Tom Brown Opal Holshouser   
David Higgins Alan Hu#man
Taylorann Bradon Bob & Jan Hall                                                              
Dean & Ibbie Smith Bob Gary    °°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°�°

Congratulations to Berkley and Danielle Hawkins on news that they 
are expecting their $rst child!  Grandparents-to-be (again) are Rick 
and Carolyn.

Please remember the family of Charles Dabney, his wife, Alita, and 
their sons. Charles, just a couple months shy of his 49th birthday, died 
from COVID.  He gave much of himself through little league sports.

;OHURZ�[V�V\Y�¸*VU]PJ[LK¹�:LYTVU�:L-
ries Prosecutors who assisted Pastor 
Lisa with oral arguments during the tri-
HSZ�VM���IPISPJHS�JOHYHJ[LYZ�K\YPUN�3LU[!
9H`�2`SL��)PSS�)YV^U��)VIIPL�:[Y\T��
Ray Jenkins

(WYPS��� 9LN�
�2HYLU�>OP[[VU
(WYPS���� >PSTLY�
�7O`SSPZ�+V^UZ
(WYPS���� >H`UL�
�+VYPZ�1LURPUZ
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�+LIIPL�:THY[
(WYPS���� 4PRL�
�1LUUPMLY�7H]SLUZR`

(WYPS��� ,TTL[[�1VULZ
(WYPS��� 9VSHUK�-\ZZLSS
(WYPS��� >H`UL�1LURPUZ
 Melissa Moore
(WYPS��� >PUUPL�)YV^U
 Ruth Wickstrom
(WYPS��� :[LSSH�1VULZ
(WYPS��� 5HUJ`�;H`SVY
� :\ZHU�9LLK
 Andrew Gold
(WYPS���� 9LILJJH�4VYYPZ
(WYPS���� 9VNLY�)HSS
� +H]PK�>LSSTHU
(WYPS���� 9LILJJH�9VOSR
(WYPS���� /VSS`�7OPSSPWZ
(WYPS���� 9H`�1LURPUZ
 Richard Jenkins
(WYPS���� :OPYSL`�.HY`
(WYPS���� /LH[OLY�1VULZ
(WYPS�� � :[L]LU�,K^HYKZ
(WYPS���� *OYPZ�)V^LU
(WYPS���� 1HUL�)HY[V
(WYPS���� 2LP[O�4PSSLY

Thanks



 We are THANKFUL for these new guide-
SPULZ�MVY�:HML�>VYZOPW�MYVT�[OL�=PYNPUPH�*VUMLY-
ence:

��*OPSKYLU�\UKLY���^OV�JHUUV[�^LHY�H�THZR�
 are now permitted in worship.
��>L�TH`�ZPUN��THZRLK��V\[ZPKL�
��*VTT\UPVU�LSLTLU[Z�TH`�IL�LH[LU�^OPSL��
 seated in the pew.

These guidelines are effective immediately!

Cameron Jones read the triumphal entry scripture on Palm 
:\UKH �̀��;OL�>VYK�VM�.VK�MVY�[OL�7LVWSL�VM�.VK��;OHURZ�IL�
to God!

Maundy Thursday Service, April 1, 2021, 7 pm
6USPUL�6US`·3\[OLYHU�*O\YJO�VM�6\Y�:H]PV\Y�
will be hosting.
Link will be sent.

Good Friday Service, April 2, 2021, 7 pm
6USPUL�VUS`·:[��3\RL»Z�<4*
will be hosting.
Link will be sent.
°
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services 
will be held jointly with Lutheran Church of Our 
:H]PV\Y����)V[O�ZLY]PJLZ�^PSS�IL�IYVHKJHZ[�MYVT�
church, with the congregations online only.
°
Easter Sunday Service, April 4, 2021, 11 am
0U�7LYZVU�HUK�6USPUL�:LY]PJLZ�
We will start the service, for all who are able, 
V\[ZPKL�ZPUNPUN��HUK�[OLU�WYVJLZZ�PU[V�[OL�:HUJ-
tuary.  Those who are unable to stand may be 
seated early.  Everyone must wear a mask and 
observe social distance.
°

New Guidelines for Worship

Come with your baskets on April 4th, for the Hunt!
*HUK`�ÄSSLK�LNNZ�HUK�WYPaL�IHNZ�H^HP[�SP[[SL�VULZ�
[OYV\NO��[O�.YHKL�
Bring your basket and meet on the patio behind the 
fellowship hall at noon!
Reservations strongly encouraged.  Call the church 
VMÄJL�[V�IL�PUJS\KLK�
Egg Hunt is for members, their extended family and 
JSVZL�MYPLUKZ�VM�:[��3\RL»Z�

Easter Egg Hunt Moves to Raindate

Mark Your Calendar

*65.9(;<3(;065:��[V�9\[O�>PJRZ[YVT�H[�[OL�IPY[O�VM�OLY�
NYLH[�NYHUKKH\NO[LY��(KLSPUL�9VZL��VU�4HYJO���[O���;OPZ�ILH\-
[PM\S�SP[[SL�NPYS�^LPNOLK���SI������Va���HUK�PZ�����¹�SVUN���(SS�HYL�
doing very well!

A little, wonderful bit of new life amid the pandemic!  Meet El-
SPV[[�:VYLUZVU�HUK�OPZ�WYV\K�NYHUKTV[OLY�5HUJ`�^OV�Z\Y-
WYPZLK�7HZ[VY�3PZH�^P[O�H�]PZP[�PU�4HYJO���,SSPV[[�PZ�[OL��[O�IHI`�
PU�[OL�:[��3\RL»Z�IVVT�



Our new Jeep brings joy!  Thank you to Lowman Electrical for the generous donation to purchase new playground equipment, and to Oakland Masonry for the free installation.  What an awesome community we are a part of!



Flowers for The Easter Sunday Worship Service 
were placed in honor and in memory of by:


