
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church Newsletter                                              May 2021

“That All May Worship”
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the 
Lord with gladness; come into His presence with singing.
Psalm 100: 1-2
 We are to enter into our worship experience with joy, an-
ticipation, expectation. Nowhere does Psalm 100 speak of frus-
tration, aggravation or precariousness as we approach God’s 
sanctuary.  
 For most of us, this second set of reactions seem out-
of-place.  Because of our abilities, we fail to see the challenges 
presented by “entering in” to our church if one walks with a 
cane or employs a wheelchair. Then, entering in can be a frus-
trating challenge, especially at the carport door.
 Take a minute to consider our most-used entrance at the 
carport, and the homemade concrete slope that has been there 
for years.  Imagine for a moment your legs need extra help as 
you try to stand on that slope, open that broad door, and move 
inside without falling or having the door swing shut on you.
 The improvement to the carport ramp and door now 
being undertaken has been past-due for ages.  We’ve talked 
HIV\[�P[�NLULYHSS`�MVY�H�KLJHKL��HUK�ZWLJPÄJHSS`�MVY�HSTVZ[�HZ�
long.  This new Americans-with-disabilities-Act-compliant ramp, 
being designed and built by Wilmer and Clinton with help from 
Bobbie, will consist of:  a very gradually-sloped ramp which will 
meet a large, even platform immediately in front of, and level 
^P[O�[OL�KVVY��°;OL�YHTW��MYHTLK�I`�Z\WWVY[P]L�OHUKYHPSZ�°JVT-
plete with entrances to the right and left sides, will eventually 
have a push-button door opener that controls the movement of 
the door.”
 Wilmer, our chief engineer, has worked on these plans 
MVY�`LHYZ��RUV^PUN�[OL�ILULÄ[�[OPZ�YHTW�^PSS�IL�[V�OPT�HUK�OPZ�
family. Take a minute and just think of all those in our church 
family, our brothers and sisters, who will be able to enter with-
out fear of falling because a well-constructed ramp with a well-
thought-out design is available at last.  I can think of so many, 
^HSRPUN�^P[O�KPMÄJ\S[`�K\L�[V�KLTLU[PH��YLJV]LYPUN�MYVT�HU�PUQ\Y`�
or illness, or using a motorized scooter or wheelchair, who will Wilmer is sanding the outer step, preparing

it for the new deck and ramp to be built!

Beware Methodists with jackhammers!  
Clinton is busting the place up . . . 
not!  He’s hard at work breaking the old 
concrete ramp into pieces so it can be 
disposed of.

St. Luke’s DIY Team! HUGE Thanks to the 
best work crew ever:  Clinton, Bobbie and 
Chief Engineer Wilmer!



May 9   – Mother’s Day 
May 15 – Armed Forces Day
May 31 – Memorial Day

Dates to Remember

BE INFORMED

http://www.vaumc.org

Keep up with all that’s going on 
within the Virginia United Methodist 
Conference by visiting —

St. Luke’s Face Book Page

https://m.facebook.com/St-Lukes-United-Methodis Church-486188658201339/

  Make sure you like the St. Luke’s Facebook page to keep up with everything going on 
at church.  Also, please like and share the posts and events.  The more we share and like, the 
more others will see what a wonderful place St. Luke’s is -- and all the things that we are doing!  
Here’s a link to our page:

be relieved to enter in with joy!  And think of our church family, 
stronger in spirit, with their presence.  And don’t forget to envision 
the relief of preschool parents, with strollers and toddlers in tow, 
who can ascend a gentle ramp, pause the stroller on level ground, 
push a button to open the door, and enter in with gladness and 
thanksgiving.
 Please give thanks for the Trustees and Council who ap-
proved this project, for Wilmer and Clinton and Bobbie who have 
drawn, sawed, nailed, sanded and so much more, all in a spirit 
of love and care and welcome for God’s people!  We are in their 
debt, and too, always indebted, to the Carpenter who has given 
us the cause to worship and rejoice, for great is His name and 
greatly to be praised . . . by all!
 Thanks be to God for this ramp, being built so that all may 
worship!  Blessings, Pastor Lisa

RAMP continued from page 1

� 4HU`�/HWW`�9L[\YUZ�HUK�/HWW`�)PY[OKH`°[V�[OL�*O\YJO�
Universal°���HZ�V\Y�SP[\YNPJHS�KH`�VM�7LU[LJVZ[�JVTTLTVYH[LZ�[OL�KL-
scent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles and other disciples following the 
*Y\JPÄ_PVU��9LZ\YYLJ[PVU��HUK�(ZJLUZPVU�VM�1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[�°�0[�THYRZ�[OL�IL-
ginning of the Christian church’s mission to the world as Peter the “rock,” 
VY�7L[YH��WYLHJOLK�\WVU�YLJLP]PUN�[OL�¸/VS`�:WPYP[�¹°�;OL������+H`�VM�
Pentecost is May 23rd and we will celebrate with interpretive movement, 
WSH`PUN�VM�KY\TZ�HUK�ILH[PUN�VM�^VVKLU�HUK�TL[HS�IHYZ�°�*VTL�HUK�ZLL�
who will be doing all of this celebrating as we recognize and pay homage 
[V�[OL�IPY[O�VM�[OL�JO\YJO�°

May Musical Notes, 2021

Lisa will be conducting a new book study begin-
UPUN�VU�1\UL��[O°HUK�NVPUN�[OY\�1\S`���[O�°��;OL�
class will be on zoom on Tuesday nights at 7:00 
pm.   It will run six weeks.
The book will be This Flowing Toward Me by 
Marilyn Lacey, a Catholic Nun. “With a lively 
TP_�VM�O\TVY��PUZPNO[��HUK°JVTWHZZPVU��4HYPS`U�
Lacey invites those of us living behind locked 
doors in a world shattered by homeland security 
to risk engaging unknown neighbors near and 
far, and there discover, perhaps to our unending 
surprise, that where we most felt threatened, a 
wealth of blessings instead awaits us.”
If you are interested in joining this class, please 
JHSS�[OL�VMÄJL�HUK�SL[�4HYNHYL[�(UKLYZVU�RUV^�
as soon as possible so the books can be or-
dered.

UPCOMING Book Study

Bill Brown and Nancy Taylor did an annual 
PUZWLJ[PVU�VM�[OL�WHYZVUHNL�VU�����������°�
The old renters moved out on March 31, 2021 
HUK�[OL�UL^�YLU[LYZ�TV]LK�PU�(WYPS����������°�
The utilities were not on, so inspection of the 
appliances could not be done, but it can be 
assumed they are all operational or the realtor 
^V\SK�OH]L�SL[�\Z�RUV �̂°�;OL�WHYZVUHNL�^HZ�
PU�NVVK�VYKLY�^P[O�[OL�WHPU[��JHYWL[�HUK�ÅVVYZ�
in good shape. There was no indication of any 
SLHRZ�°�;OL�`HYK�SVVRLK�NVVK�HUK�OHK�YLJLU[S`�
ILLU�TV^LK�°�°;OL�VUS`�P[LT�VM�UV[L�^HZ�[OH[�
three windows were missing the blinds. This is 
a minor issue and nothing needs to be done at 
[OPZ�[PTL�°�;OL�YLHS[VY�OHZ�KVUL�H�NVVK�QVI�^P[O�
making sure the property is kept up and secur-
PUN�X\HSP[`�YLU[LYZ�°�

Parsonage Inspection

 Wilmer, Clinton and Bobbie have given time, energy, sweat 
and love building our new ramp.  Now let us, with love and grati-
tude for their efforts, give an offering to pay for it.  One individual 
has already donated $1,000, and we need between $1,500 and 
�������[V�PUZ[HSS�[OL�H\[VTH[PJ�KVVY�VWLULY�HUK�ÄUPZO�WH`PUN�MVY�P[���
A special offering will be received in Worship on Sunday, May 16th. 
 There is no way to adequately measure the great gift of 
being able to worship in the Sanctuary, but Wilmer and Crew have 
made a great start with the fervent use of their measuring tape this 
last week!  KUDOS for their unstoppable determination and team-
work!

Special Offering for New Carport Ramp

.YHK\H[LZ!°�0M�`V\�HYL�H�TLTILY�VM�:[��3\RL»Z��
WSLHZL�UV[PM`�[OL�JO\YJO�VMÄJL�^P[O�KH[L�VM�
NYHK\H[PVU�HUK�UHTL�VM�JVSSLNL�°�0M�[OLYL�PZ�H�
graduate in your family who is not a member, 
we will list their names and name of college.

Graduates



Pastor
The Rev. Lisa Sykes
stlukespastor@stlukesrva.org
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6MÄJL�4HUHNLY
Z[S\RLZVMÄJL'Z[S\RLZY]H�VYN
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4PUPZ[LY�VM�4\ZPJ
Z[S\RLZT\ZPJ']LYPaVU�UL[

MayBirthdays

Anniversaries
+YP]L�[OY\�*VTT\UPVU!°�;OYLL�]VS\U[LLYZ�HYL�ULLKLK�°�>L�
need a greeter, a person to assist with Communion, and a person 
[V�JVSSLJ[�[OL�VMMLYPUN�°�;OLZL�WVZP[PVUZ�HYL�HSS�V\[ZPKL��^LHYPUN�H�
mask, and socially distanced.

 As we return to in-person church we need volunteers to assist 
^P[O�^VYZOPW�°UV^�TVYL�[OHU�L]LY�°�,HJO�:\UKH`�^L�ULLK�HU�\ZOLY��[^V�
greeters, and a lay reader, and an additional three volunteers for drive-
[OY\�*VTT\UPVU�VUJL�H�TVU[O�°�0M�`V\�HYL�HISL�HUK�H[[LUKPUN�JO\YJO�
PU�WLYZVU��WSLHZL�ZPNU�\W�MVY�VUL�VM�[OLZL�WVZP[PVUZ�VU�H�YLN\SHY�IHZPZ�°�
(SS�]VS\U[LLYZ�ZOV\SK�HYYP]L�I`���!���HT�°�7SLHZL�JHSS�4HYJPH�.Y\IIZ��
�������� ����VY�LTHPS°THYJPH'ZLLUNZHSLZ�JVT°°VY�[OL�JO\YJO�VMÄJL�PM�
`V\�HYL�^PSSPUN�[V�ZLY]L�°�°
Usher:° Will be stationed at the sanctuary/carport door. Wearing 
NSV]LZ��°\ZOLY�^PSS�WHZZ�V\[�I\SSL[PUZ�VY�KPYLJ[�`V\�[V�I\SSL[PUZ�WSHJLK�VU�
tables or pews. Usher will direct congregants to offering plates and to 
WPJR�\W�[OL�LSLTLU[Z�MYVT�[OL�IHJR�[HISL�VU�*VTT\UPVU�:\UKH �̀°�9PNO[�
before the service begins, gloved usher will retrieve the second offering 
plate located on a stand near the hallway door and take to the back of 
the church. Usher will process with both offering plates during the sing-
PUN�VM�[OL�KV_VSVN �̀°�<ZOLY�^PSS�HSZV�SPNO[�[OL�JHUKSLZ�[V�Z[HY[�[OL�ZLY]PJL�
PM�[OLYL�PZ�UV�HJVS`[L�°�([�[OL�LUK�VM�[OL�ZLY]PJL�\ZOLY�^PSS�KPZTPZZ�[OL�
JVUNYLNH[PVU�I`�YV^Z�[V�THPU[HPU�[OL�HWWYVWYPH[L�ZVJPHS�KPZ[HUJPUN�°
°.YLL[LY!° Greeters, wearing masks, will be stationed at the carport 
KVVY�HUK�[OL�ZHUJ[\HY`�KVVY�°�.YLL[LYZ�^PSS�HZR�[OL�YLX\PYLK�OLHS[O�X\LZ-
[PVUZ�HUK�YLJVYK�[OL�H[[LUKHUJL�VM�LHJO�H[[LUKLL��°;OPZ�^V\SK�PUJS\KL�
the names of all members of a family, including children’s names.  At the 
end  of the service, greeters will use disinfectant wipes to clean the hard 
surfaces of the open pews and door handles, and spray the bathrooms 
^P[O�KPZPUMLJ[HU[�ZWYH �̀°
Lay Readers:°°9LHK�HZZPNULK�ZJYPW[\YL�^OPSL�^LHYPUN�THZR��

Volunteers Needed! Can You Assist 
During In-Person Church?

4(@��� �+(50,3��:()905(�)6@205
4(@���� �,90*��4(9@16�165,:

4(@��� 96),9;�)(9;6
MAY 2 KEITH CALLIS
4(@��� 1(:65�/(9;
� :(4�2(,:,9
MAY 5 DANIEL BOYKIN  
4(@��� 1<+@�7(990:/
4(@� � 2,33@�90*,
4(@���� ((965�-9(52,@
4(@���� *65569�.(9@
4(@���� )90(5�>,9;A�
4(@���� 16@*,�16/5:65
� (=,9@�.(9@
4(@���� 96)05�(5+,9:65
4(@���� 4(92�165,:
4(@���� ;/64(:�165,:
MAY 26 DAVID HIGGINS
4(@���� *305;65�.(9@
� (<+9,@�.(9@
MAY 28 POLLY MCELFISH
4(@���� (5+9,>�4*.6>(5
MAY 31 DIXIE BOWMAN
� 29@:;3,�>,9)36>

What do you give to a Mother who has everything?
9LTLTILY�`V\Y�TV[OLY�VY�H�ZWLJPHS�^VTHU�[OPZ�4V[OLY»Z�+H`�I`�KLKPJH[PUN�[OL�
burning of a special Mother’s Day Candle.   Names will be listed in the bulletin to 
honor/remember a special woman in your life. ($10.00 per name).

Name of Person Making this Dedication:

Name of Woman to be listed;

Please Check One:   In Honor Of:         In Memory Of: 

On your check indicate Mother’s Day Candle Burning and all proceeds will go toward United Methodist Mis-
sions and Ministries.

Mother‘s Day Candle Burning May 9th, 2021

Deadline:  May 2, 2021



We Wish all of our Mothers, 
Grandmothers and 
Mothers-to-be
A Very Happy Mother’s Day.

“!e Lord bless you and keep you;
!e Lord make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;
!e Lord li" up His countenance upon you,
And give you peace.” 

From your St. Luke’s family



 We rejoice and give thanks for Scot-
tie’s continuing healing and look forward to her 
YL[\YU�HZ�ZOL�PZ�HISL���)VIIPL�:[Y\T�HUK�1HUL�
Barto, aided by Scottie’s meticulous records 
and the support of a host of others, have 
stepped in during her absence to ensure that 
[OL�JO\YJO»Z�ÄUHUJLZ�Z[H`�\W�[V�KH[L���>L�HYL�
pleased to report that with your generosity and 
faithful giving during these challenging times 
V\Y�ÄUHUJPHS�VISPNH[PVUZ�HYL�ILPUN�TL[���0M�`V\�
have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
JVU[HJ[�)VIIPL�VY�1HUL���.VK�PZ�.VVK�

 THE UMW WILL BE MAKING HYGIENE 
�OLHS[O��20;:�-69�<4*69�05�1<5,���;OL`�
are asking for help with this project.  You may 
donate $12-$14, which is the cost of a single 
kit.  Write your check to St Luke’s UMW and 
put it in an envelope marked UMW and bring 
it to the church, or send it to St. Luke’s UMW,  
�����-VYKOHT�9VHK��5��*OLZ[LYÄLSK��=(��
23636.  All donations need to be made by May 
23, 2021.  Thank you.

For those who choose to assemble their own 
kits the website is:  ^^ �̂\TJVY�VYN�<4*69�
9LSPLM�:\WWSPLZ�  Scroll down page to 
Kit Assembly.  Click on Hygiene Kit instruction.

 All Aboard!  St. Luke’s Vacation Bible School 
is full steam ahead for summer 2021!  We will host a 
9VJR`�9HPS^H`�[OLTLK�^LLR�Z[HY[PUN�:\UKH �̀�(\N\Z[�
15th, running through Thursday, August 19th, 6:00pm-
�!��WT�°�;V�HJJVTTVKH[L�WHUKLTPJ�N\PKLSPULZ��
masks may be required for all participants, volunteers 
HUK�JOPSKYLU�°��>L�OVWL�N\PKLSPULZ�^PSS�JOHUNL�I`�
(\N\Z[���°4VYL�PUMVYTH[PVU�[V�JVTL��I\[�YLTLTILY�
to mark your calendars to join the adventure on the 
9VJR`�9HPS^H`�°°
 Volunteers are needed! If you are interested in 
helping in any way, please let us know!
*VSSLLU�*HZZHKH�I`�LTHPS!°JIIJHZZHKH'NTHPS�JVT°
/LH[OLY�1VULZ�I`�LTHPS!°OLH[OLYQVULZ��'`HOVV�JVT�

From The Finance
Committee

Hygiene Kits for UMCOR

Vacation Bible School 
Save the Date



St. Luke’s Annual

EA

ST
ER EGG HUNT



Upheld in our Prayers

Our Military
Robbie Bowen  Aaron Frankey      Holden Russell 

Prayers for peace, unity and justice across the nation

 See our weekly Tuesday email for a complete listing of 
all prayer requests. 

Scottie & Ray Kyle Sennie Case
!elma Edwards  Florence Smith
Joan Crawford Debby Pace
Ronnie & Shirley Weade Matt Stowers 
David & Suzanne Smith & family Wilmer & Phyllis Downs "
Wayne Johnson Joyce Arrington 
Bettie Jones Terry Kyle
Jim Brantley Chuck Fayle"
Doris Teeter Deannie Reynolds"
Tom Brown Opal Holshouser  "
David Higgins Alan Hu#man
Taylorann Bradon Della Mae Phillips 
Bob & Jan Hall Bob Gary"""""""""""""""""""""""" "
Dean & Ibbie Smith ���������������������������������������������������������������������°
""°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°�°Please remember the Wright and Seaborne families, victims of 
the terrible house $re in Mayfair Estates. 

St. Luke’s seeks to be a spiritual commu-
nity where all God’s children experience 
Christ’s love and redemption and where 
we share this through worship, fellowship, 
education and mission for the community 
and the world.

Pastor
The Rev. Lisa Sykes
stlukespastor@stlukesrva.org
Shirley Gary
6MÄJL�4HUHNLY
Z[S\RLZVMÄJL'Z[S\RLZY]H�VYN
Bob Ford
4PUPZ[LY�VM�4\ZPJ
Z[S\RLZT\ZPJ']LYPaVU�UL[

4HYNHYL[�(UKLYZVU
-PUHUJPHS�:LJYL[HY`
Z[S\RLZÄUZLJ'Z[S\RLZY]H�VYN
:JV[[PL�2`SL
Treasurer
stlukestreas@stlukesrva.org
4PJOLSL�/HY[
7YLZJOVVS�+PYLJ[VY
KPYLJ[VY'Z[S\RLZWYLZJOVVS]H�JVT

 www.stlukesumconthehill.org

9H`�1LURPUZ
:\WLYPU[LUKLU[�VM
:\UKH`�:JOVVSZ


